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Veukataaayaka grams the desires of all. Please go at once to the
Lord" I listened to my wife and went to the hermitage of Agastya
and prostrated myself before the sage. Agastya questioned me
about my problems. I told him about the  curse pronounced
against me. I had entreated him to accept me as his disciple and
purify me. The sage could know by divine insight all the sins
committed by me. He said, "You arc now cleansed of your sins by
your desire to undertake pilgrimage to Vcukatagiri."" All brahmins
there declared that I was purified.  They advised  me to go to
Venkatachala, worship Lakshmi and Varaha and return. Agaslya
enlightend me about the procedure to worship. So I am Agastya5^
disciple.

Markandeya accompanied Suddha. Both returned to
Agastya's hermitage and-stayed there for some time. .The sage
described the glory of Venkatachala to them. "Sri Venkatachala is
a sacred Kslietra. From Vykuntha, Lord Vishnu descended on
Kreedacfaala, otherwise called Venkatasaila, near SuvarnamukhL
He was consecrated there. In the Anandanilaya on that hill
fc$ides the saviour of the Universe, Vishnu, along with Goddess
Kamalalaya.", he added. Agastya advised Markandeya to go to
Vcnkatachala once again and worshp the lord after bathing in the
Pushkarini and Kumaradhara. When Markandeya visited K.uma-
radfaara, there was a big concourse of pilgrims there on the full
moon day of Magha (February). Markandeya sang the praise of
Lord Venlcatesa, wh o advised him to return to his parents. "One
would achieve the merit of pilgrimages and teerthas by serving his
parents", said the Lord to Markandeya. Markandeya returned to
his parents and narrated to them about his pilgrimage and expert
cues. He spent his life happily serving his parents.
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